
Central, Clifton and the
Harbourside Neighbourhood 
Partnership
Environment Sub-Group 
Notes from last meeting
City Hall
7 September 2016

Attendance: Toni Brown (TB); Richard Barnes (RB); Maggie Shapland (MS); Alan Morris 
(AM); Pauline Allen (PA); Dennis Gornall (DG); Arek Oreszozynski (AO);

Cllr Clive Stevens (CS)

Vicki Abel Parks Project Officer (VA)

Vicky Welshman Principal Public Realm Designer (VW)
Kurt James Neighbourhood Partnership Coordinator (KJ)
Mike Lawlor Neighbourhood Officer (ML)

Dennis Gornall chaired the meeting 

1). Welcomes, Introduction and apologies

Apologies received from Fraser Bridgeford, Nicolette Vincent, Wendy Pollard, Matt 
Collis, Helen Humphries and Josie Sadler 

2). Notes from last meeting

Approved

3). CCCE Parks and Open Spaces projects

VA updated the Sub Group on the progress of the NP’s parks and open spaces projects 

Arlington Gardens RB reported that a working party and committee has 
been set up to undertake some works in the gardens

RB also reported that there have been incidents of 
drug dealing and theft from motor vehicles, all of 
which have been to the Police

Argyle Place Alex Fraser to commence with sketches and costings 
for a variety of proposals.  The budget will not allow 
all proposals to be implemented so we will need to 
prioritise



Tree Survey done. Recommended one tree to be 
removed and other works to prune and uplift trees in 
general

Waiting for Phil Burton to provide plan showing which 
trees will be removed/pruned

VA to organise geophysics survey of cellars with 
UWE

Victoria Square Park Meeting arranged with mason to finalise work and 
costs within agreed budget, and cost any additional 
work that could be paid for with any underspend from 
another project

Brandon Hill David Martyn has been given the go ahead to 
proceed with the Conservation Management Plan and 
will provide a programme for the work, which is 
expected to take 6 months

Provisional start date for lighting works is 3 October 
2016

Work progressing well on site n the works to the 
Jacobs Wells Road entrance

Repairs to walls have been partially completed on site 
and progressing well

Tower Gardens planting to be considered following 
production of CMP

St James Park Issues to be considered for improvement:

 Tree survey, pollarding and potentially remove 
trees inhibiting the growth of others. Leigh 
Cadogan to provide plan of proposed work for 
approval;

 Planting plan being put together;
 Wall repairs, coping stones, repointing, removal of 

graffiti and re-fit loose stones.
 Railings, arches and gates - remove old paint 

repair and repaint;
 Benches – repair existing and install others;
 Bins – replace and relocate;
 Entrances – clean pillars and repair. Ensure gates 

can be kept open and arrange them so that they 
open inwards;

 Reinstate arch at the entrance to the central path;
 Replicate design of existing arch;
 Remove disused building;



Specialist contractors will need to be engaged for the 
works to the railings and gates due to heritage status

Spring Hill VW advised that highways approval is needed for any 
works to the steps and the siting of the grit bin

Consultation is underway with the closing date of 16 
September

ML to get advice and progress with Highways

Park Place Costs:

£14k to install reclaimed pennant stone kerb edging 
to match existing

£10.5k to install 1m high Estate railings

CS advised the meeting that there is no public 
support for railings

ML advised the meeting that consultation has yet to 
be carried out but will look to plan a consultation 
exercise once designs and visuals have been 
produced to assist with the consultation

CS enquired about the ownership of the Easter Garden. Advised that this has been 
adopted by the City Council

RB enquired about the works to the urinal at Blackboy Hill. MS advised that work have 
been completed

4). CCCE Trees Project update

ML updated the Sub Group members on the trees project

ML advised that Josie Sadler will be leaving the City Council on 30 September, and 
Helen Humphries will be taking over as project manager for the trees project

KJ advised that there is an additional £28000 of S106 funding for trees

Members went through the locations on the project spreadsheet and agreed the 
following:-

 Location 6 – High Kingsdown Delay any planting until 2017/18 
and coordinate with works to play area;

 Add King Square back onto the project list;
 Amend spreadsheet information at tab ‘New Tree Locations’ with a 

new column to show if the tree is a new planting or a replacement due 
to felling;



Action ML to speak to Leigh Cadogan about replacing a dead tree 
on Lower Clifton Hill (planted as part of the CCH tree 
planting project), and 2 trees on Christchurch Hill;

5). Creative Youth Network (CYN) CIL proposal

ML introduced the discussion following the site visit by Sub Group members on 8 July

The details of the Creative Youth Network proposal are set out in appendix 1 of the 
notes. Members commented on the visit and the three aspects of the proposal:-

 Art work for the exterior of the Station and for the courtyard - £25000;
 Sustainability works to Bridewell Island - £26000;
 Upgrading technical equipment for the main performance space in the Station - 

£32000;

Sub Group members agreed to recommend the following:-

 that the funding for the artwork be rejected due to the historic importance of the 
building’s architecture;

 that the funding for the sustainability works be approved in principle subject to a 
cost breakdown of the individual components of work;

 that the funding for the technical equipment upgrade be approved;

The total agreed funding including the in principle recommendation is £58000

6). Graffiti removal project for Bearpit and city centre

KJ introduced the discussion on this item

KJ praised the work of the Bearpit Improvement Group for their work at the Bearpit 

There are real challenges of dealing with graffiti and tagging which will need a specialist 
contractor to deal with as part of a scheme of work to tidy up the space

KJ advised Sub Group members that there is a need to develop a plan and long term 
vision regarding street art 

Sub Group members agreed to recommend the following:-

 to support investing £20000 of CIL funding in graffiti removal and protection 
measures in the Bearpit and the city centre;

 to supply details of locations to ML where graffiti and tagging was a real and 
serious issue;

7). Any other business

a. Brandon Hill gym proposal

Arek Oreszozynski (AO) introduced himself to Sub Group members and briefed 
members on the proposal to improve the outdoor gym area at Brandon Hill park. 
AO had approached FB and Councillor Thomas about the proposal and advised 
to come to the Sub Group to discuss



AO spoke about the health and wellbeing aspects of the gym project and how it 
can assist with dealing with antisocial behaviour. AO would like to improve and 
enhance the current site or replace with a new facility 

AO advised that there were a large group of users and highlighted the growing 
popularity of outdoor bar gym competitions and events

AM asked if the use of the outdoor gym was organised or just random. AO 
advised that there was a Bristol Bar Group which has around 50 members 
involved in organising outdoor bar gym activities around the city

AO informed members that the current site is not big enough for organised 
training events

AO is looking for some funding and permission from the City Council to 
undertake the scheme 

Sub Group members commented on the health and wellbeing benefits of outdoor 
gyms and the need for additional provision in the city centre. RB suggested 
Castle Park as a location. ML advised that is was not supported in the public 
consultation on improvements to the park

Sub Group members advised that is was important the Friends of Brandon Hill 
were involved and consulted

Sub Group members agreed to recommend the following:-

1. support the proposal and concept of an outdoor bar gym facility in the NP 
area;

2. AO needs to get the support and involvement of the Friends of Brandon 
Hill;

3. AO to get a costed design for the Sub Group to discuss and make a 
recommendation for funding in the future;

4. AO to make a public statement at the Hotwells and Harbourside 
Neighbourhood Forum on 15 September;

5. AO to demonstrate need and usage of a bar gym;
6. look at possible alternative locations for a bar gym in the NP area;

b. Broad Quay public realm scheme

VW briefed Sub Group members on the current public realm schemes at Prince 
Street, Narrow Quay and the city centre. Some of these schemes are being 
funded by Cycling Ambition Fund and MetroBus works

VW outlined the details of the request for NP funding for the Broad Quay scheme 
to enhance the materials to York stone to match with the MetroBus specification 
in the city centre. The works will include changes to the cascade steps and the 
paving along Broad Quay 

 The cost of the enhanced materials above the basic concrete slabs is £250000

Sub Group members agreed to recommend the following:-

1. Support investment of £250000 for the upgrade of materials for the Broad 
Quay public realm scheme, subject to a breakdown of costings and 
options from BCC Principal Public Realm Designer Vicky Welshman for 



the Neighbourhood Partnership and Neighbourhood Committee to 
consider and approve on 11 October;

c. Sikh memorial garden proposal

Sub Group members discussed the proposal but deferred further consideration 
as more information was required about the scheme including its size, 
maintenance responsibilities, location and the amount of funding needed from 
the NP

Meeting closed at 14.45pm

Next meeting Wednesday 5 October 2016
City Hall



Appendix 1

Cabot, Clifton and Clifton East Neighbourhood Partnership

Community Infrastructure Levy - CIL funding
Funding Proposal from the Creative Youth Network (CYN)

CYN are continuing the process of developing what is known as the Bridewell Island Site 
as a centre for young people from across the City of Bristol. The purchase of the Old 
Bridewell Police Station and the Victorian Magistrates Courts has meant that with the 
Station we now have over 80,000 sq ft of space available for use. The buildings surround 
a central courtyard which is gradually becoming an urban oasis for young people in the 
heart of the City. The cost of fully restoring and converting the Old Bridewell Police 
Station and Magistrates Court has been estimated to be between £7 and £8m which we 
hope to raise over the next five years. The biggest potential funder is the Heritage 
Lottery Fund who we anticipate contributing up to £5m to the project. A full application 
to Heritage Lottery will take at least two years and during this time we need to continue 
with our programme of small scale improvements. Since we purchased the Magistrates 
Court and Old Bridewell Police Station we have spent in excess of £300,000 on health 
and safety works and restoration plus works to the courtyard which the Neighbourhood 
Partnership helped to fund. During the next twelve to twenty four months we want to 
continue to gradually improve the site and to bring more of the space in the buildings 
back into productive use. There are three areas in which we want to make 
improvements which we hope the Neighbourhood Partnership might help us with from 
their CIL funding:

1. Art work for the exterior of the Station and for the courtyard - £25,000

The Bridewell Island Site suffers to a certain extent from the fact that it is a cluster of 
quite austere stone buildings which were built to create a feeling of awe and are not 
particularly welcoming. We would like to set up a project with local artists from 
Artspace LifeSpace working with young people from across the City to create a range of 
artwork which would be used to decorate the outside of the building and the courtyard. 
This would soften the building, make it more welcoming, engage more young people 
and local artists with the building and reflect more the new usage of the building. We 
would bring some young people from the local community by going out with artists 
from Artspace LifeSpace, working on designs, liaising with tenants and other users, 
working with our west delivery team to access the young people. We have a good 
relationship for example with Cotham School. In terms of the courtyard perhaps a solar 
tree linking into green capital as part of our legacy. The work would open the building 
up more to the local community. Try and get a couple of young people through Emily to 
come to the meeting and help with the presentation. 



2. Sustainability works to Bridewell Island - £26,000 

During the next two years we will be working on our application for funding from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund but whilst this is happening we need to carry out some smaller 
scale works which would allow us to safely open up more of the space into productive 
use. We have drawn up a schedule of improvement works which would improvements 
to the 24,000sq ft. of space in the Old Bridewell Police Station and 25,000 sq. ft. in the 
Victorian Magistrates Courts. Currently we are only able to use half of the Court building 
and the Old Police Station is still lacking basic facilities such as heating.

3. Upgrading Technical equipment for the main performance space in the Station - 
£32,000

The Station has now been open for almost three years and through usage during this 
period we have identified some shortcomings of the building. Our main performance 
space which is critical to us as part of our business plan doesn't have quite the technical 
specification that we need to make it a venue of choice for music, dance, theatre, film, 
etc. 
The projector in the main space when it was installed was second hand and is not up to 
the job. The quality of the projector is poor and for us to purchase a new one which 
would meet the needs of our users and hirers would cost at least £12,000. A projector 
of this quality would also allow us to show films which aren’t possible with the one we 
currently have. Sides for the stage which with different leg sizes can be made into stage 
seating. This has been costed previously 

The second improvement we need for the Main Performance Space is the quality of our 
sound systems. Whilst we put in the best system we could afford it has proved to be 
insufficient for the task and we have been quoted £20,000 to improve it so that more 
performers are willing to use us because they don't have to keep bringing their own 
systems.  This would bring in nine high quality touring shows per year and we would 
have ticket prices which were affordable to young people plus two performances a year 
for shows put together with young people. We would also have opportunities for work 
shadowing for young people. 

The total package of projects set out above would enable us to make the whole of the 
Bridewell Island Site more attractive, provide a better service and have more space to 
use and would be accessible not only to young people but we would also be of benefit 
to the local community within the Neighbourhood Partnership Area. The works we have 
identified are those that could be funded by the Neighbourhood Partnership. It is 
anticipated that during the next year we will spend a further £100,000 on improvement 
works to the Bridewell Island site which will be raised from other funders. 



This will be used to tackle some of the most pressing capital works at Bridewell Island 
which will include, dry rot treatment, installation of heating, improvements to the 
electrical systems, improvements to the toilets, works to ensure that the roof is 
watertight.

Total application - £83,000


